
Public Comment on OCS ESSER III Application and Use of Funds

Orange County Schools wishes to announce the District's intent to make application for federal
funds appropriated to the State of North Carolina for public education purposes under the
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act through the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency
Relief III (ESSER III) Fund. The District requests public comment on the application and tentative
plans for use of the funds.

ESSER III funds: $8,270,200 - To be expended over a 3-year period.  20%, $1,654,040,  to
address learning loss through the implementation of evidence-based interventions, such as
summer learning or summer enrichment, extended day, comprehensive afterschool programs, or
extended school year programs, and ensure that such interventions respond to students’
academic, social, and emotional needs and address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on
underrepresented student subgroups.

Purpose: To respond to the pandemic and to address student learning loss as a result of
COVID-19 by providing evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning, extended day
comprehensive after-school programs, and/or extended school year programs that respond to
students’ academic, social, and emotional needs and address disproportionate impact of
coronavirus on student populations as defined in ESEA, Title I, Part A; students experiencing
homelessness; and youth in foster care

Tentative Plans: The OCS Summer Scholars' Academy program will be open to all families with
an emphasis on ensuring access to our underrepresented families.  To assist family planning and
work schedules, the program will run full days, Mondays-Thursdays with childcare provided on
Fridays.  The overview of the program includes:

● Kindergarten through 12th Grade

● Two sessions (3 weeks each session and students can sign up for both sessions)

with in-person learning

● Starting mid-June 14th through July 30th

● Monday - Thursday (8:00am - 5:00pm); Students can arrive as early 7:30am and get

picked as late as 6:00pm

● Child care provided on Fridays 7:30am-6:00pm

● Morning Focus: Remediation & Readiness; Afternoon Focus: Enrichment

● Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) & experiences infused throughout the day

● Facilitated by OCS staff (i.e., certified OCS Teachers, Teacher Assistants, School

Counselors and Social Workers) and high school students

● Meals (breakfast, lunch, and snacks)

● Transportation provided



● No cost to families

Interested parties may file a comment online by completing this form. If you prefer to file your
comment on paper, mail your comment to OCS, Attention: Federal Programs, 200 East King
Street, Hillsborough, NC 27278. Alternatively, you may also deliver your comment to Dr. Kathleen
A. Dawson, Deputy Superintendent, at the same address. Written comments must be received on
or before May 7, 2021. The District will consider all comments received by this deadline.

Here is a form for your feedback.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5xHUKqhJ0mq28GJfGYDdp1CDVuGDNN4T-hTwruKb2PDRCyw/viewform?usp=sf_link

